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Cooperating, water
factions near pact

progress msde in Delta talks
al enemies in CalHornLa’s water . pr~nlses that it ~ llve ~th the culture, on relatively short notice,
wars haven’t exactly ~sed and a .gr~ment for some tlme. Agrieu~-" producing hitter protests h’om farm

verg% ~/ an agreement, that cottldmeat mm*t be back in a ~ear or twosaddled with huge debts for the"
ease: $~ne of the uncertainty aboutwit]l demsnds for more’water for construction Of the water projects. ¯
futurt water-supplies for farms innewiy, threatened or endangered The Ua. Eavi~mmental Pmtec-

peting interests that have foughtgiye a firm "a deal is a deal"environmental standards to enforce.

decade -- agricultural and urbanOf the Delta itself, a low-tying estu- " But the state Water Resources
wate~ agencies and environmentalary above San Francisco Bay whereControl Board has the primm7 re-
groups -- have been negotiatingmost o~ Nortbera California’s riverssponsibflity for .enforcing environ-:
serio~ly on environmental start-em~rge. ~’or decades, it has beenmental standards in the Delta,. and,
dards, for the Delta. ~. ~ the major source of supply for theit is working on Standards of its own,

To.thesurprise ofmany oi~-federal Central Valley Project ~.andthat are designed to replace the

selves, .a’.fragile eo~mpromise|ects supply water, to farmers inble. Bather than’imposingits own,

give" users tt~e r~e Kern Countyeom.es to Kern ouly through theor more of.the.state’s major water i
Water Agen&/a more reliable wa- state project, for which the Kerninteres~;boweqer], the state ~,
ter ~pply wht2e ~attsfTtn~ environ-County Water Agency is the singlewould rather see them cwne up with
mentallsts that ~ ~hreatdp. ed andbigg’est customer. Kern’s CVP wa-a cons~as~ plan that would put an
endang~-ed fish t~ the Delta face ater �~nes h-ore Friant Dam on theend to a decade of~.]egal and politi- "
m°re:~ecure~futurt ~ess.. ~’Of~ "San:,Joaquin River northeast ofcal ~ aver the Delta.--

has. 2~*en made, n [ch more than With the development of waterthe three competing interests have

Gary_Bobker of th~ Bay ~ on its tn2mtaries, several key spe-scenes negotiations for the last {ew "
one’.~f the en .v.h-o~ ~ental ~groupscies-Of fish that live in the Delta ormonths. ~.’: ....
involved in the talks.~ . ~, mil~’ate throu~ it have been on the A ma~or breakthrough 0ccta-~

.T~ere still are.majOr ~ to decline for many years. The deciinelast month when two of the key
¯ overcome, :and no:_ene~Is de~la~nghas been so drastic that the winter-players,.agrienltural and urban wa-

"’Asked about his ~b,w b~ theened under the federal Endangeredyears ago, issued a joint proposal
chan..ces for a major "~’~ree~iient,~ecles Act and a third species, thefor new Delta standards.
GarT..Bucher ~.the Kera:co~,tySa~split-taft, is expected to It would require ~allowiag an
Water. Agency/~aid, ’Td say;notbe ~ ....... ¯ estimated 1 million acre-feet of ad-

¯
to allew more fresh water to flow be a major sacrifice for the valley°s

ple, insist t~ey    not wflllng.~o, eut through the Delta intd Sanfarmers, but most officials agree .
give up the ;krge qu~utities of w~at~ ,Fram:isco Bay to improve the habi-saci-ifice is probably nece~ary in"

unle~ t~ federal government made less water available for agri-ments. ,
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CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

an ~ ~1~ not to
launch more lawsuit~, they want
~ce~ th~ there will be no new

tal purposes at les~ for the next
several yearn, say farm water
cials, amon~ them Kern ~ounty
Water A~ency Manager Tom Clark.

The a6~-bsn proposal L~ not too

EPA’s stmdants that m~l ~o

s~y th~ dlfler~ne~ may l)e a ]II~le
n~, a few hnndr~l thousand aere-

tinu~ negotiations unl:il"they can
obtah~ a~ ~ aome addttiop.~ ~

F~ure to do tl~t sort ~f ~
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